
How Does ThinkCERCA Support Assessment Readiness?
ThinkCERCA prepares students for new state assessments, such as PARCC, Smarter Balanced, and 
ACT, as well as the new SAT by providing a scaffolded process that supports assessment practice, 
including constructed response for reading assessments. With ThinkCERCA, students learn to read 
analytically, make claims, support them with evidence from a text, explain their reasoning clearly, 
address counterarguments, and use discipline-specific language across content areas.
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Assessment Preparation

Reading Across Content Areas

Why This Matters

In order for students to write effective arguments, they must 
practice selecting and evaluating supporting evidence from 
complex texts across content areas. ThinkCERCA goes 
beyond highlighting and annotation tools by also providing 
students with differentiated, discipline-specific prompts that 
develop their close reading skills in four content areas and 
support evidence-based reading and higher-order thinking. 
Audio support, in-text vocabulary, and other scaffolds 
support growth for students at all levels of readiness.

Lesson Alignment 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM SMARTER BALANCED
GRADE 8 ELA 

The student found a source. Read the source and 
click on two pieces of evidence that support the 
student’s claim in her report.
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Assessment Preparation

Construct a Response

Why This Matters 

As students construct responses to text-based questions 
across content areas, they must draft a claim, cite 
supporting evidence, and clearly explain their reasoning 
using terms specific to the discipline. Using ThinkCERCA’s 
built-in, interactive Argument Builder and critical thinking 
processes, students can practice online interactions found 
on new assessments by dragging and dropping various 
arrangements of their argument as they draft and revise 
their responses. In addition, academic language stems, 
vocabulary support, and collaboration routines support 
English language development for English language 
learners.

Lesson Alignment 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM PARCC
GRADE 4 ELA
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Assessment Preparation

Multi-text Comparative Analysis Across Content Areas

Why This Matters 

ThinkCERCA provides opportunities for students to analyze 
and synthesize multiple texts, including primary source 
documents, scientific journals containing graphs and 
charts, as well as visual, audio, and video texts, in order 
to mirror both the standards and what is expected of them 
for success in college and career. Topics are aligned to 
new content standards to support seamless integration into 
curriculum.

Lesson Alignment 

SAMPLE TEXT OVERVIEW (GRADE 11 ELA)

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM PARCC
GRADE 11 ELA

When the U.S. Constitution was first written, the writers were very clear 
about the process they wanted voters to follow when electing government 
officials. They created clear legislature of what should happen during 
elections, and also detailed the processes for resignation and impeachment. 
When President George Washington bid his post farewell, he called upon 
the American people to embrace their responsibilities when choosing their 
next elected official. Why was his farewell address important in ensuring the 
laws written in Article II of the Constitution would be followed?

SAMPLE CERCA SET EXAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM THINKCERCA

What are the characteristics of a good president 
according to the texts?



Assessment Preparation
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ACT Examples

ACT Aspire
Grade 4 Writing

Supporting claims with evidence, 
explaining one’s reasoning. 

ACT Aspire
Grades 9-10 Math

Using words to explain 
mathematical terms, addressing 
counterarguments.

ACT Aspire
Grade 5 English

Identifying and interpreting 
textual evidence.
 



Assessment Preparation
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SAT Examples

New SATs
Essay

Connecting claims with 
evidence, explaining one’s 
reasoning. 

New SATs 
Reading

Interpreting data; matching 
claims with evidence.

New SATs 
Reading

Matching claims with textual 
evidence.

 


